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even for that friend of mine who wrote me the letter
mentioned in the very first lines of this narrative He
was one of those in Mr. Mesman's office, and accom-
panied that gentleman in his search for Jasper. His
letter described to me the two aspects* and some of tin*
episodes of the case Heemskirk's attitude was that of
deep thankfulness for not having lost his own ship, and
that was all. Haze over the land was his explanation
of having got so close to Tamlssa reef He saved his
ship, and for the rest he did not care As to the fat
gunner, he deposed simply that he thought at the time
that he was acting for the best by letting go the tow-
rope, but admitted that he was greatly confused by the
suddenness of the emergency
As a matter of fact, he had acted on very precise
instructions from Heeinskirk, to whom through several
years' service together in the East he had become a
sort of devoted henchman "What was most amazing
in the detention of the Bomto was his story how, pro-
ceeding to take possession of the firearms as ordered,
he discovered that there wTere no firearms on board.
All he found in the fore-cabin was an empty rack for
the proper number of eighteen rifles, but of the rifles
themselves never a single one anywhere in the ship.
The mate of the brig, who looked rather ill and behaved
excitedly, as though he were perhaps a lunatic, wanted
him to believe that Captain Allen knew nothing of
this, that it was he, the mate, who had recently sold
these rifles in the dead of night to a certain person up
the river. In proof of this story he produced a bag of
silver dollars and pressed it on his, the gunner's,
acceptance. Then, suddenly flinging it down on the
deck, he beat his own head with both his fists and
started heaping shocking curses upon his own soul for
an ungrateful wretch not fit to live